Tips on listening to a child read
1) Find a comfy place to sit and ensure you can both see the book.
2) Talk a little bit about the book - have they read any of it before? What
happened? If not, look at the cover together and discuss what you
notice?
3) Allow the child to start reading when ready.
4) Try not to interrupt them if they make a mistake; allow them time to
spot their own mistakes and correct.
5) If they don't self-correct, ask them to take a look at that bit again and
re-read. Provide a prompt if needed.
6) Listen out for the following:
-expression: do they vary how it sounds depending on what the words are?
-word recognition: how quickly they can recognise and read the words on the
page.
-rhythm/phrasing: how do they group the words they are reading? Single word
or in groups of 2 or 3 or even longer phrases?
-smoothness: does the reading flow well or does it sound choppy? Do they use
punctuation well? Ensure they stop at full stops and don't run on into the next
sentence.
-can they recognise sight vocabulary – help them learn commonly used words
(ones that can’t be sounded out)

Other ways to read
A) Paired reading - take it in turns to read sentences or sections of text
B) Echo reading - you read a sentence or section of text and then the child
reads it back to you.
C) Read the whole page to them and ask questions – they can then read it back
to you.

How can I support my child with their reading
comprehension at home?

You could try one or more of these activities at home with
your child when you hear them read at home.

Vocabulary

Pick out two or three words from the text they
have read and use the passage to discuss their
meaning.
Talk about other words that have the same
meaning.

Infer

Discuss a character’s personality or feelings – ask
your child “how do you know this?” See if they can
spot something that is suggested but not said e.g.
“the boy’s hands were trembling” – we can infer
that he might be nervous.

Predict

At the end of the chapter, encourage your child
to make a prediction about what might happen
next, based on what they know.

Explain

Pick an event from the chapter and encourage
your child to explain and why they think it might
be included. Find a phrase or word and discuss
why the author used it – what effect does it have
on the reader?

Retrieve

See if your child can retrieve key information
from the chapter you’ve read with them e.g.
names/ details/ events.

Summarise

At the end of the chapter/pages – see if your
child can sum up the key points of what they have
just read.

