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Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ Below 
Standard 

 
Picture 
story 
books 

 
Mr Big by Ed Vere 
Mr Big is strong, Mr Big is tough, 
Mr Big is . . . well . . . BIG! 
He has just one small problem - 
because of the way he looks he 
just can't get people to stick 
around. 
How can he show them that 
although he may look a little 
scary, he is just a great big softy 
inside? 
This picture book tackles the 
universal and current subject of 
inclusion, reminding the reader 
that to get to know someone you 
need to look beyond their 
exterior. 

 
Don’t Look in This Book by 
Samuel Langley-Swain 
This book is  a unique 
rhyming adventure that 
features a set of 'story 
starters' designed to engage 
reluctant readers. Children 
are inspired to draw, write 
or even talk through how 
these stories came to be and 
how they end - enriching 
both story time at home and 
school learning. 

 
Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley by Sarah Roberts 
This thought-provoking 
picture book charts the 
eventful journey made by 
Stanley, a discarded plastic 
carrier bag, who is swept into 
the sea. As he drifts through 
the ocean waves, he is 
mistaken for a jellyfish and 
swallowed by a series of 
unsuspecting animals. 
First, an enormous whale 
scoops him up in her cave-like 
mouth, then the sharp yellow 
beak of a seagull pecks and 
snaps at him, until finally, he 
is eaten by a turtle with 
paddle-like flippers and a 
wrinkly head. As Stanley 
passes from one animal to the 
next, he unwittingly 
endangers their lives, but 
thankfully a kindly child 
comes to the rescue. 

 
Maisie’s Scrapbook by 
Samuel Narh 
As the seasons turn, 
Maisie rides her bull in and 
out of Dada's tall tales. Her 
Mama wears linen and 
plays the viola. Her Dada 
wears kente cloth and 
plays the marimba. They 
come from different 
places, but they hug her in 
the same way. And most of 
all, they love her just the 
same. A joyful celebration 
of a mixed-race family and 
the love that binds us all 
together. 

 
We Are Not Frogs! by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
We Are Not Frogs is a joyful 
exploration of frog, toad and 
human nature! Toads are not 
at all like frogs as we see on 
the opening page: the frogs 
have set up a long-jump 
competition which the toads 
go along with, even though 
they know the frogs will win – 
anything for a quiet life. The 
game is interrupted by the 
arrival first of a dog, then a 
couple of children, who have 
a lot to learn about toads. 
Lively illustrations reveal just 
as much about the characters 
– amphibian and human – as 
the text, and feature a 
counting game too. Especially 
accessible for dyslexic 
readers. 
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Realistic 
fiction 

 
The Uncracked Code by 
Komodo Jones 
The action in this exciting 
crime story is set in a comic 
shop, and come-strip 
sensibilities inspire the whole 
adventure. The Cosmic Comic 
Shop and adjoining café are 
threatened with closure by 
ruthless developers and the 
one thing that might cover the 
rent and save the day is a rare 
edition of a Komodo Jones 
comic. When it disappears, 
young friends Zac and Coco set 
out to find the villains, using 
everything they’ve learned 
from reading about Komodo 
and her crime-solving 
techniques. They are as lively a 
pair of protagonists as you 
could hope to meet and there 
are twists, turns and surprises 
galore as the story unfolds. 

  
Captain Cat and The Treasure Map 
by Sue Mongredien 
Treasure, tropical islands, shivering 
timbers – everyone loves a pirate 
story and this one is particularly 
fun, especially for newly confident 
readers. The crew of the Golden 
Earring are a rum bunch, from 
grumpy Captain Halibut to hapless 
cook Cannonball. Their antics are 
observed by the animals on board 
– Cutlass the parrot, Patch the 
ship’s cat and Monty, the ship’s 
monkey. When a treasure map is 
discovered, only the animals know 
how dangerous finding it will be – 
how can they keep the humans 
safe? It’s all lots of fun, a jaunty, 
thoroughly satisfying story full of 
incident and humour. 

 
Grandpa Bert and the 
Ghost Snatchers by 
Malorie Blackman 
(Onomatopoeia, colloquial 
language and fun alliteration) 
A wonderfully entertaining 
romp of a story with the 
redoubtable Grandma and 
ghost of Grandpa Bert at the 
heart of it. When Grandma 
arrives to visit Anna and 
Kasper she brings in her 
handbag a very unusual 
travelling companion: the 
ghost of Grandpa Bert. And 
with Grandpa Bert comes 
danger. The Ghost Snatchers 
are out to get him and 
Grandma and Anna and 
Kasper have to their wits 
about them to stay one step 
ahead of the two dastardly 
crooks. Fun to read and 
attractively illustrated 

 
Fungus the Bogeyman by 
Raymond Briggs 
(Really challenging 
vocabulary ) 
Life in Bogeydom is full of 
snot, smells, slime, scum 
and other unspeakable 
things, and Bogeymen live 
under the ground revelling 
in allthe nastiness 
imaginable. The author has 
created a whole new world 
in this sophisticated 
cartoon-strip picture book. 

 
Molly Rogers to the Rescue 
by Cornelia Funke  
This is a lively, swashbuckling 
story with great characters and 
a pacey story – all vibrantly 
illustrated in an attractive and 
easy-to-read, small size book. 
Barbarous Bertha is a fearsome 
pirate as well as the guardian of 
a wide stretch of emerald green 
sea and the Purple Shell Islands 
which are home to both people 
and special animals and birds. It 
is no surprise therefore that her 
daughter Molly Rogers is never 
going to stand for anyone who 
threatens to invade the islands 
or destroy their inhabitants. 
When reports come of Captain 
Firebird doing damage to 
Monkey Skull Island, Molly 
Rogers enlists all of her best 
animal and bird friends – 
including Kracken the octopus – 
to chase down Captain Firebird 
and to make sure he never does 
anything so dastardly again. 
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Non-
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Fanatical about Frogs by 
Owen Davey 
Did you know that if you picked 
up a Yellow Dyer rain frog, your 
hands would be stained yellow? 
Or that the Bornean Flat-
Headed frog has no lungs, and 
breathes entirely through its 
skin? What about the fact that 
the Goliath Frog is the largest 
species of frog in the world, 
reaching a possible 32 
centimetres from nose to ear 
and weighing around the same 
as a newborn human baby? 
Even more fascinating is a 
section on frog mythology, 
where we learn that in Panama, 
the Panamanian Golden Frog is 
considered an icon of such 
good fortune that it adorns 
lottery tickets and architecture, 
and enjoys its own National Day 
on August 14th. 

 Little 
People, Big Dreams: Muhammad Ali 
by Ma Isabel Sánchez Vegara 
Learn about African-American boxer 
Muhammad Ali in this accessible picture 
book biography for young children. Born 
in Kentucky, USA, in 1942, Ali started 
boxing aged 12 and went on to become 
an Olympic gold medallist and renowned 
heavyweight boxing champion. In 
addition to his extensive sporting 
achievements, readers will learn about 
Ali’s conversion to Islam and his refusal 
to participate in the Vietnam war, which 
he viewed as unjust. He spoke out about 
racial discrimination and civil rights, and 
was admired for his charity work, 
particularly after being diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease in later life.The 
accompanying comic-style illustrations 
are fresh and colourful, and at the back 
of the book there is a timeline, 
photographs, factual information and 
suggestions for further reading. 

  
When the Whales 
Walked by Dougal 
Dixon 
This book tackles a big, 
complex subject – the 
evolution of life on Earth – 
and succeeds in explaining 
it clearly, vividly and in 
way that will catch the 
imagination of young 
readers. It examines 
thirteen case studies, each 
describing the evolution of 
a different group of 
animals, from the earliest 
fish right up to modern 
Homo Sapiens. There are 
illustrations and diagrams, 
challenging children to 
spot the patterns in the 
ways that different 
animals have evolved. 

 
This beautiful and profound 
book, which chronicles the 
struggles and achievements of 
historic and contemporary black 
women. Though it’s a noticeably 
US-focused selection, there are 
British women featured among 
the 50 too, such as Diane Abbot, 
Tessa Sanderson and Shirley 
Bassey, which is nice to see.  
It’s excellent that children can 
get an introduction to lesser-
known African American women 
such as abolitionist Mary Prince 
and sculptor Augusta Savage, 
alongside the better-known 
Rosa Parks and Sojourner Truth.  
Not just for girls, this is an 
inspiring book for any child as it 
shows how a determined 
nature, ambition and hard work 
can make important change in 
the world. 

  
The Silly Book of Side-
Splitting Stuff  by Andy Seed 
(Perfect for reluctant 
readers) 

This laugh-out-loud book is 
bursting with lists, facts, 
jokes and funny true stories 
all about silly people, silly 
animals, silly inventions, 
silly names and much more. 
Discover The Great Stink, 
the man who ate a bike, a 
girl really called Lorna 
Mower and a sofa that can 
do 101mph. Find out about 
famous pranks, crazy 
festivals, nutty cats, gross 
foods, epic sports fails, 
ludicrously silly words and 
really rubbish predictions. 
There are even lots of great 
silly things to do.  
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The Great Race: The 
Story of the Chinese 
Zodiac by Christopher 
Korr 
In bold, beautiful 
illustrations this simple 
but engaging text, 
explains the story of 
the Chinese Zodiac and 
how the Jade Emperor 
decided to name the 
years after twelve 
animals in order to 
count time as it passes. 
We see the animals 
compete against one 
another to win this 
wonderful prize: the rat 
and the cat – the latter 
tricked by the former – 
the ox, the tiger, the 
rabbit and more. The 
dragon is particularly 
resplendent in the 
brightest of bright 
orange . 

 
The Twits by Roald Dahl 
A spiteful, unlovely couple called 
the Twits live together in a brick 
house without any windows. 
They both like nothing more than 
playing nasty practical jokes on 
each other. As former circus 
trainers, the Twits keep a family 
of pet monkeys, the Muggle-
Wumps, whom they treat badly 
and Mrs Twit also likes to coat 
the tree in their garden with glue 
in order to catch birds for a bird 
pie. But eventually the Muggle-
Wumps, in cahoots with the Roly-
Poly bird, have their revenge on 
the awful Twits... Dahl’s tale of 
adults behaving badly is full of 
humour. 

 
The Worst Witch by Jill 
Murphy 
The Worst Witch is the first in 
the bestselling children's 
series by Jill Murphy and tells 
the story of Mildred Hubble, 
new arrival at Miss Cackle’s 
Academy for Witches. 
Unfortunately, Mildred is not 
the most skilful of pupils – she 
keeps making a muddle of her 
spells and crashing her 
broomstick.  And when she 
makes an enemy of teacher’s 
pet, Ethel, there is magical 
mayhem. These entertaining 
stories are as much about 
navigating school life as about 
magic, and hapless trainee 
witch Mildred and her loyal 
friend Maud make for very 
endearing characters. 

 
Usborne Illustrated Grimms 
Fairytales by Ruth 
Brocklehurst and Gill Doherty 
A wonderful collection of stories 
from the famous collectors of 
fairytales and perfect for parents 
to share with their children and 
for older children to read alone. 
The Brothers Grimm Stories 
include: The Frog Prince, 
Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, 
Little Red Riding Hood, The 
Bremen Town Musicians, Tom 
Thumb, The Elves and the 
Shoemaker, Sleeping Beauty, 
Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves, Rumpelstiltskin, The 
Goose Girl, The Bear and the 
Wren, The Twelve Dancing 
Princesses and Snow White and 
Rose Red.  
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A Poke in the I: A Collection 
of Concrete Poems 
 
A Poke in the I is a collection 
of concrete poetry, also 
known as visual poetry. In 
concrete poetry, more 
emphasis is placed on the 
visual effect of words. See 
how the placement and size 
of letters and text convey 
meaning, sometimes better 
than written word can. Kids 
love visual poetry, not only 
because of the plethora of 
pictures but because of the 
surprising ways we can use 
words to convey meaning. 
This book encourages 
children to stretch their 
minds past more typical 
poem structure and 
translation. 
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The Dot by Peter Reynolds 
Growth Mindset theme: 
 
Her teacher smiled. "Just make a mark 
and see where it takes you." Art class 
is over, but Vashti is sitting glued to 
her chair in front of a blank piece of 
paper. The words of her teacher are a 
gentle invitation to express herself. 
But Vashti can’t draw - she’s no artist. 
To prove her point, Vashti jabs at a 
blank sheet of paper to make an 
unremarkable and angry mark. 
"There!" she says. That one little dot 
marks the beginning of Vashti’s 
journey of surprise and self-discovery. 
That special moment is the core of 
Peter H. Reynolds’s delicate fable 
about the creative spirit in all of us. 

 
Squids will be squids by 
Jon Scieszka 
Sure we'd all love to be 
able to go around telling 
stories about all the weird, 
scary, and just-plain-
annoying people that we 
know. But the truth is, no 
one likes a gossip. Here, 
the irrepressible Jon 
Scieszka and Lane Smith 
have found a way around 
that problem-they just 
make like Aesop and 
change all the people to 
animals or food, add a 
moral to each story, and 
call the stories fables! 

 
Grandfather Gandhi By Arun 
Gandhi and Bethany Hegedus 
(deep metaphorical language 
and abstract images) 

 
Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson 
tells the story of how his 
grandfather taught him to 
turn darkness into light in this 
uniquely personal and 
vibrantly illustrated tale that 
carries a message of peace. 

 
The Jolley-Rogers and the 
Pirate Piper by Johnny 
Duddle (challenging 
vocabulary/ colloquialism/ 
pictures add character 
depth) 
One morning the 
townspeople of Dull-on-Sea 
wake to find that their town 
is overrun with rats. Big 
rats, small rats, fierce rats, 
hungry rats - it is an 
infestation! Just when 
everyone is at their wit's 
end, a nautical stranger who 
plays the pipe turns up and 
offers to get rid of the 
rodent problem - for a fee.  

 

 
Exclamation Mark by Amy 
Krouse Rosenthal & Tom 
Lichtenheld (Read aloud 
quality – easy decodability/ 
decluttered) 
From the bestselling creators of 
Duck! Rabbit!, an exciting tale 
of self-discovery! He stood out 
here. 
He tried everything to be more 
like them. 
It's not easy being seen. 
Especially when you're NOT like 
everyone else. Especially when 
what sets you apart is YOU. 
Sometimes we squish ourselves 
to fit in. We shrink. Twist. 
Bend. Until -- ! -- a friend shows 
the way to endless possibilities. 
 
In this bold and highly visual 
book, an emphatic but 
misplaced exclamation point 
learns that being different can 
be very exciting! Period. 

  

https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Arun-Gandhi/79393527
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Arun-Gandhi/79393527
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Bethany-Hegedus/79393549
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The Complete Ramona Collection 
by Beverly Cleary – a classic 
collection of Ramona Quimby stories. 
Perfect to build stamina and engage 
reluctant readers – boys and girls.Kids 
everywhere feel connected to 
Ramona's unique way of looking at 
the world as she tries to adjust to 
new teachers, encounters bullies at 
school, and puts up with her bossy 
older sister. The scrapes she gets 
herself into--like wearing pyjamas to 
school or accidentally making egg 
yolk shampoo--are funny and 
heartwarming, and sometimes 
embarrassing. No matter what, 
Ramona's lively, curious spirit shines. 

 
Over My Dead Body (43 
Old Cemetery Road) 
Part of a Series and will 
get readers wanting 
more. Several genres 
intertwined so will 
expose children to letters 
and newspaper writing. 
The news from Ghastly, 
Illinois, is grave--and 
that's something to laugh 
about! The International 
Movement for the Safety 
& Protection Of Our Kids 
& Youth (IMSPOOKY) 
dictates that Seymour 
cannot live in the 
mansion at 43 Old 
Cemetery Road "without 
the benefit of parents."  

 
The Family Under the Bridge 
by Natalie Savage Carlson 
A theme of homelessness 
which builds empathy.  
This is a heartwarming and 
memorable book about 
finding family in the 
unlikeliest places. Armand, an 
old Parisian living on the 
streets of Paris, relished his 
solitary life. He begged and 
did odd jobs for money to 
keep himself warm and fed, 
and he liked his carefree life. 
Then one day just before 
Christmas, a struggling 
mother and her three children 
walked into his life. Though he 
tried to ignore their troubles, 
Armand soon found himself 
caring for the family. 

 
The Year of the Dog by 
Grace Lin 
When Pacy's mom tells 
her that this is a good 
year for friends, family, 
and "finding herself," Pacy 
begins searching right 
away. As the year goes 
on, she struggles to find 
her talent, deals with 
disappointment, makes a 
new best friend, and 
discovers just why the 
Year of the Dog is a lucky 
one for her after all. 
This special edition of the 
modern classic features 
over 15 pages of new 
content, including deleted 
stories, a Q&A with the 
author and editor, photos 
from the author's 
childhood, and more!  

 
The World According to 
Humphrey by Betty Birney 
First in a series – a very good 
read (Read Aloud qualities)  
 
You can learn a lot about life 
by observing another 
species. That's what 
Humphrey was told when he 
was bought as a classroom 
pet for Room 26. And it's 
definitely true! In addition to 
his classroom escapades, 
each weekend he gets to 
sleep over with a different 
student like Stop-Giggling-
Gail and Repeat-That-Please-
Richie. Humphrey learns to 
read, write, shoot rubber 
bands and much more. With 
adventures galore, 
Humphrey's life would be 
absolutely perfect if only the 
teacher, Mrs Brisbane, 
wasn't out to get him . 
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Weird But True! Collector's Set: 900 
Outrageous Facts (Weird But True ) 
National Geographic 
 
At last, all those weird but true facts 
that kids love so much are collected 
in this fun-tastic set of three compact, 
easy to handle and fun to browse 
books. Wacky facts, fascinating 
information, and lively art combine to 
make these books irresistible brain 
candy for young readers. Kids will 
have so much fun that they won't 
even realize they're learning! 
 

 
Henry's House: Knights 
and Castles by Philip 
Ardagh 
(Very good comic style 
illustrations, great technical 
and tier 2 vocabulary ) 
Series – will engage 
Follow Henry as he tells you 
all about life in a castle.  
Learn how to make a bow 
and arrow, why did knights 
have coats of arms?, What 
life was like in the Great Hall 
as well as life down in the 
servants’ quarters and in 
the kitchens.  Find out 
about suits of armour and 
jousting and what goes on 
at a banquet.  Both the 
words and pictures in 
graphic cartoon style,  take 
readers on a great journey 
into the past 

 

 
Planetarium Junior 
Edition by Raman Prinja 
A special edition for junior 
readers of the superb 
Planetarium in the 
Welcome to the Museum 
series, this book dazzles. It 
takes readers on a journey 
into space, explaining 
clearly and sometimes 
poetically, where our 
planet is in the Solar 
System, how we have 
found ways to look out 
across it, and what we 
have discovered about the 
universe. Information is 
conveyed though precise 
descriptions catching all of 
the awe-inspiring sense of 
time and distance.  

 
Counting on Katherine by 
Melaine Becker  
Out-this world, inspirational 
story of the ingenious African 
American woman behind the 
Apollo 13 moon landings. This 
tells the remarkable against-
the-odds tale of Katherine 
Johnson from her days as an 
exceptional African American 
schoolgirl whose “boundless 
curiosity turned her into a 
star student”. But despite her 
brightness, ten-year-old 
Katherine faced the terrible 
restraints of segregation – as 
an African American she 
wasn’t permitted to study at 
her local high school. Her 
path to working on Project 
Apollo required incredible 
perseverance, but thanks to 
that, and to her outstanding 
mathematical skills, the world 
could count on Katherine to 
set the moon landings back 
on course. 

 
Smile by Raina Telgemeier 
A true story graphic novel : 
Raina just wants to be a 
normal sixth grader. But one 
night after Girl Scouts she trips 
and falls, severely injuring her 
two front teeth, and what 
follows is a long and frustrating 
journey with on-again, off-
again braces, surgery, 
embarrassing headgear, and 
even a retainer with fake teeth 
attached. And on top of all 
that, there's still more to deal 
with: a major earthquake, boy 
confusion, and friends who 
turn out to be not so friendly. 
This coming-of-age true story is 
sure to resonate with children. 
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The BFG by Roald Dahl 
The BFG speaks most terrible 
wigglish -- after all, he has never 
been to school, and "sometimes 
is saying things a little squiggly." 
Everything he wants to say "is 
always getting squiff-squiddled 
around." All of this babblement 
makes this a delightful read-
aloud, both for the listener, and 
for the reader who can let go of 
inhibitions and have fun with the 
twitch-tickling wordplay.  

 
Greatest Magical Stories, 
chosen by Michael 
Morpurgo 
Cinderella, 
Rumpelstilstskin, Sleeping 
Beauty, Jack and the 
Beanstalk:they are told by 
some of our best authors 
for children and each story 
is illustrated in full colour 
with pictures that match 
its mood. Morpurgo 
himself has chosen to tell 
the story of Jack and 
Beanstalk and, typically, 
it’s a first person narrative, 
Jack addressing the reader 
directly, keeping children 
breathlessly attentive 
from the opening line to 
the happy every after. 

 
Breaking the Spell Stories of 
Magic and Mystery from 
Scotland by Lari Don 
Meet witches and kelpies, fairies 
and selkies, brave warriors and 
courageous girls, in ten tales 
from Scotland, from Orkney and 
Skye to Perthshire and the 
Borders... The Stories included 
are...The Selkie's Toes - Tam 
Linn - The Ring of Brodgar - The 
Witch of Lochlann - The King of 
the Dark Arts - The Monster of 
Raasay - School for Heroes - the 
Loch Fada Kelpie - Whuppity 
Stoorie - The Three Questions. 

 

 
Hans Christian Andersen: 
Classic Fairy Tales 
Hans Christian Andersen is 
one of the world's most 
popular storytellers, and 
his fairy tales are among 
the best-loved works of 
literature. Hans Christian 
Andersen: Classic Fairy 
Tales collects 100 of 
Andersen's incomparable 
fairy tales and stories, 
among them Thumbelina, 
The Little Match Girl, The 
Princess and the Pea, The 
Red Shoes, The Wild 
Swans and his fantasy 
masterpiece, The Snow-
Queen.  
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Firefly July: A Year of Very 
Short Poems by by Paul 
Janeczko 
Organized by the seasons, 
beginning with spring, this 
collection of 36 impeccably 
chosen short poems 
demonstrates that significant 
emotional power can reside 
in just a few lines. In obvious 
contrast with such small bites 
of poetry, the large-format 
design explodes with bright 
and expressive watercolor, 
gouache, and mixed-media 
collages. Colors and shapes 
with willowy details expertly 
blur or bring bits of the 
images into focus to create a 
magical sense of place, time, 
and beauty. The poems range 
from work by William Carlos 
Williams, Emily Dickinson, 
and Langston Hughes to that 
of James Stevenson, Joyce 
Sidman, and Ralph Fletcher.  
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The Boy who Knew Nothing by 
James Thorpe 

Growth Mindset Theme 
There is a boy who knows nothing at 
all - everyone tells him so. 
 
One day he discovers a strange 
creature in his parents' wardrobe 
and of course he doesn't know what 
it is. The funny thing is that his mum 
and dad can't tell him either. 
Determined to identify his new 
friend, the boy who knows nothing 
goes on a quest for information! 

The Day War Came 
by Nicola Davies 
A powerful picture book - 
the journey of a child 
forced to become a 
refugee when war 
destroys everything she 
has ever known. Imagine 
going on a long and 
difficult journey - all 
alone. Imagine finding no 
welcome at the end of it. 
The poem has become 
this book, which should 
prove a powerful aid for 
explaining the ongoing 
refugee crisis to younger 
readers. 

 
The Man who Walked 
Between the Towers by 
Mordicai Gerstein 
The story of a daring tightrope 
walk between skyscrapers. 
In 1974, French aerialist 
Philippe Petit threw a 
tightrope between the two 
towers of the World Trade 
Centre and spent an hour 
walking, dancing, and 
performing high-wire tricks a 
quarter mile in the sky. This 
picture book captures the 
poetry and magic of the event 
with a poetry of its own: 
lyrical words and lovely 
paintings. 

 
FArTHER by Grahame 
Baker-Smith 
A young boy, bewitched by 
his fathers unrelenting 
passion to fly; a desperate 
craving that absorbs his 
every waking minute, finds 
himself entranced by the 
dream. When his father 
goes to war and does not 
return it seems the spell is 
broken. A young man finds 
himself drawn once more 
to his father’s drawings 
and failed experiments. 
Finally able to make his 
fathers dream a reality he 
flies.  

 
A Child of Books by Sam 
Winston 
In this inspiring, lyrical tale 
about the rewards of reading 
and sharing stories, a little girl 
sails her raft "across a sea of 
words" to arrive at the house 
of a small boy. There she 
invites him to come away 
with her on an adventure. 
Guided by his new friend, the 
boy unlocks his imagination 
and a lifetime of magic lies 
ahead of him. Beautifully 
shaped from excerpts of 
children’s classics including 
Treasure Island, Little Women 
and The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz, creating a gorgeous gift 
book perfect for readers of all 
ages. 

  



Book 
Type 

Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ 
Below Standard 

Modern 
Fantasy/ 
Historical 
Fiction/ 
Realistic 
fiction 

 
The Invisible Boy by Sally 
Gardener  
A part of a series to inspire 
further reading. Easy 100 page 
read. A magical children’s 

adventure about a boy who turns 
invisible. When his parents are lost 
in space, Sam is left, heartbroken, in 
the care of the horrible Hilda 
Hardbottom. Then he finds a tiny 
spaceship in the cabbage patch and 
meets a little alien called Splodge. 
How Splodge makes him invisible, 
and how Sam uses his new talent in 
his darkest hour, makes a touching 
and extremely funny story with 
lovely memorable characters. 

 

 
Toletis by Rafa Ruiz 
Full of whimsy and wonder 
these stories, about a 
young Spanish boy and 
environmental champion, 
will weave their gentle 
magic on any reader. 
Toletis a true hero of our 
times. From his passionate 
interest in Egyptology 
(hence his adopted name 
and the names he gives his 
dog and best friend) to the 
invented language he 
shares with Aunt Josefina 
this boy is endlessly 
surprising. Both humour 
and pathos are beautifully 
portrayed in the jokes and 
mutual teasing of the 
children and in the 
descriptions of the way 
Toletis misses his 
Grandfather Rafael 
enormously, but sees him 
every day ‘ in the last rays 
of sunlight before night’. 

 
The Boy at the Back of the 
Class by Onjali Q. Rauf 
Touching and clear-sighted 
child’s-eye view of the 
problems facing refugees 
The arrival of a new boy in 
class sparks a funny, moving 
and quietly powerful story for 
young readers. Finding out 
that his family are lost 
somewhere in Europe a girls 
decides to help – something 
that exposes both the 
prejudice and generosity of 
those around her. The 
plotline is very lively – it 
includes some excellent 
comic scenes at Buckingham 
Palace.  

 
Fire Girl, Forest Boy 
Written by Chloe Daykin 
Magical realism meets 
environmental activism in a 
fast paced rainforest 
adventure. Cultures and 
childhoods collide deep in the 
Peruvian rainforest as 
presented by the dual 
narratives of Maya- first world 
daughter of renowned 
scientists and activists and 
Raul- self-exiled from his 
beloved and threatened forest 
home. Both struck by tragedy 
and loss, deeply suspicious of 
each other but gradually 
realising they share the same 
passions and goals. 

 
The Adventures of Harry 
Stevenson by Ali Pye 
(A very easy read with 
good read aloud ability) 
Harry Stevenson may look 
like an ordinary guinea pig 
and he may behave like an 
ordinary guinea pig in that 
he spends his time eating 
and sleeping. But Harry 
Stevenson is not your 
average creature in a cage. 
Although he has no special 
powers he seems to get 
caught up in some amazing 
adventures. Fun to read 
and perfect for readers who 
are just starting out. 



Book 
Type 

Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ 
Below Standard 

Non-
Fiction 

 
Science Comics Coral Reefs 
Cities of the Ocean by Maris 
Wicks 
 
An adorable yellow fish narrates 
this informative graphic novel 
about his habitat, coral reefs. It’s 
all facts though so it’s not the 
kind of book that most kids (or 
adults) will want to sit down and 
read in one sitting. Read it in 
chunks and you’ll soon be an 
expert on coral reefs.  

 
Paper World: Planet Earth 
by Ruth Symons  
(Pop out facts and lots of 
images to support) 
There’s always something 
irresistible about flaps and 
lifting them to see what’s 
hidden beneath and they are 
put to very good use in this 
robust and attractive 
information book. Here lifting 
the flaps reveals facts, 
diagrams and illustrations all 
showing young readers more 
about our planet, from what’s 
under the Earth’s crust, to 
what’s inside a volcano or 
glacier, to how a tornado 
develops. It’s clever and well-
thought out, an excellent and 
memorable way of conveying 
lots of information.  

 
Balloon to the Moon 
by Gill Arbuthnott 
This year sees the 50th 
anniversary of the moon 
landings, so interest in space 
exploration will be particularly 
high. Packed with information, 
Balloon to the Moon will answer 
all the questions any potential 
astronauts might pose. It covers 
the entire spectrum, from 
mankind’s first attempts to get 
off the ground via balloons in the 
1700s to the space race as it 
developed in the 50s, 60s and 
70s, with revealing descriptions 
of the personalities involved as 
well as the technology. 
Concluding with a page on space 
careers and the future of 
humankind’s exploration of our 
universe. 

 
13½ Incredible Things 
You Need to Know About 
Everything  by Dk 
This myth-busting visual 
encyclopedia will amaze 
kids with 13 things they 
need to know about every 
topic they love and one 
“half fact” that dispels a 
common misconception or 
half-truth. Does cracking 
your knuckles really cause 
arthritis? Do ligers really 
exist? Are scorpions really 
deadly to humans? The 
answers to these questions 
and many others are 
revealed and will have kids 
digging for even more 
information behind the 
truths. 

 

  
Human Body Theater: A 
Non-Fiction Revue by Maris 
Wicks 
(De-cluttered, phonetically 
decodable – note American 
spellings) 

A master of ceremonies is 
going to lead you through a 
theatrical revue of each 
and every biological system 
of the human body. 
Starting out as a skeleton, 
the MC puts on a new layer 
of her costume (her body) 
with each "act." By turns 
goofy and intensely 
informative, the Human 
Body Theater is always 
accessible and entertaining.  
Lovely comic format. 
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Fiction 
(Folktales/ 
Fairy 
Tales/Fables/ 
Legends/ 
Myths) 

 
Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald 
Dahl 
Someone’s been stealing 
from the three meanest 
farmers around, and they 
know the identity of the 
thief—it’s Fantastic Mr. Fox! 
Working alone they could 
never catch him; but now fat 
Boggis, squat Bunce, and 
skinny Bean have joined 
forces, and they have Mr. 
Fox and his family 
surrounded. What they 
don’t know is that they’re 
not dealing with just any 
fox—Mr. Fox would rather 
die than surrender. Only the 
most fantastic plan can save 
him now. 

 
Charlotte’s Webb by E.B. 
White 
Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. 
These are the words in 
Charlotte's Web, high up in 
Zuckerman's barn. Charlotte's 
spiderweb tells of her feelings 
for a little pig named Wilbur, 
who simply wants a friend. 
They also express the love of a 
girl named Fern, who saved 
Wilbur's life when he was 
born the runt of his litter. 
 
A tender novel of friendship, 
love, life, and death 

 
The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe 
by C. S. Lewis 
Four adventurous siblings—
Peter, Susan, Edmund, and 
Lucy Pevensie—step 
through a wardrobe door 
and into the land of Narnia, 
a land frozen in eternal 
winter and enslaved by the 
power of the White Witch. 
But when almost all hope is 
lost, the return of the Great 
Lion, Aslan, signals a great 
change . . . and a great 
sacrifice. 

 

 
D’Aulaires Book of Greek Myths 
By INGRI D’AULAIRE and EDGAR 
PARIN D’AULAIRE 
Here are the greats of ancient 
Greece—gods and goddesses, 
heroes and monsters—as freshly 
described in words and pictures 
as if they were alive today.  
This volume of Greek mythology 
has inspired as many young 
readers as this timeless classic. 
The kings and heroes of ancient 
legend will remain forever 
matter-of-fact; the pictures 
interpret the text literally and are 
full of detail and witty 
observation. 
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Below Standard 

Poetry    

 
Old Possums Book of Practical Cats 
by T.S.Eliot 
Cats! Some are sane, some are mad 
and some are good and some are 
bad. Meet magical Mr Mistoffelees, 
sleepy Old Deuteronomy and 
curious Rum Tum Tugger. But you'll 
be lucky to meet Macavity because 
Macavity's not there! The inspiration 
to the musical Cats which went on to 
become the longest-running 
Broadway musical in history. 
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Picture 
story 
books 

 
Star of Fear. Star of Hope by Jo 
Hoestlandt 

 
This is a powerful, yet gentle book 
about the Holocaust. Told from an 
old woman’s perspective, Helen 
regrets her last interaction with her 
childhood best friend. She was angry 
that her friend left her birthday party 
early, only to discover the next day 
that her friend’s family was rounded-
up and arrested in a Nazi raid. The 
book will definitely provide 
opportunities for deep 
conversations. 

  
The Rabbits by Shaun 
Tan 
The Rabbits offers a rich 
and immensely valuable 
perspective on the effect 
of man on his 
environment. Visually 
loaded and told with a 
passion for truth and 
understanding, The 
Rabbits aims to promote 
cultural awareness and a 
sense of caring for the 
natural world. A rich and 
haunting allegory for all 
ages, all cultures. 
 

 
Wangari Maathai: The 
Woman Who Planted 
Millions of Trees by Fanck 
Prevot  
 
Wangari Maathai received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for 
her efforts to lead women in a 
nonviolent struggle to bring 
peace and democracy to 
Africa through its 
reforestation. Her 
organization planted over 
thirty million trees in thirty 
years. This beautiful picture 
book tells the story of an 
amazing woman and an 
inspiring idea. 

 
Frederick Douglass: The 
Lion Who Wrote History  
by Walter Dean Myers 
In this picture book 
biography, the late New 
York Times bestselling 
author Walter Dean Myers 
and acclaimed artist Floyd 
Cooper take readers on an 
inspiring journey through 
the life of Frederick 
Douglass. Frederick 
Douglass was a self-
educated slave in the 
South who grew up to 
become an icon. He was a 
leader of the abolitionist 
movement, a celebrated 
writer, an esteemed 
speaker, and a social 
reformer. 

 
Black Dog by Levi Pinfold 
 
When a black dog appears at 
the Hope family’s door, 
everyone but the youngest 
Hope hides from it. The dog 
grows bigger and bigger until 
it is confronted. A beautifully-
illustrated allegory perfect for 
talking to children about 
confronting their fears. 



Book 
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Modern 
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Historica
l Fiction/ 
Realistic 
fiction 

 

Clockwork or All Wound Up 
by Phillip Pullman 
It is a cold winter's night when 
Karl enters the White Horse 
Tavern looking like he's 
swallowed a thundercloud. His 
final task as a clockmaker 
apprentice is to make a new 
figure for the great clock of 
Glockenheim. He has not 
made the figure - or got any 
idea of what it could be, and 
the unveiling is tomorrow. 
Fritz is also in the tavern; there 
to read aloud his new spooky 
story. Like Karl, he hasn't 
finished. Suddenly, Fritz's story 
and real life merge in a 
completely sinister way - and 
just like clockwork it can't be 
stopped . 

 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A 
curse that began with his no-
good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-
great-great-grandfather and has 
since followed generations of 
Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been 
unjustly sent to a boys’ detention 
center, Camp Green Lake, where 
the boys build character by 
spending all day, every day digging 
holes exactly five feet wide and 
five feet deep. There is no lake at 
Camp Green Lake. But there are 
an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t 
take long for Stanley to realize 
there’s more than character 
improvement going on at Camp 
Green Lake. The boys are digging 
holes because the warden is 
looking for something. But what 
could be buried under a dried-up 
lake?  

 
Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz 
Evans  
Elliot's mum is ill and his home 
is under threat, but a shooting 
star crashes to earth and 
changes his life forever. The star 
is Virgo - a young Zodiac 
goddess on a mission. But the 
pair accidentally release 
Thanatos, a wicked death 
daemon imprisoned beneath 
Stonehenge, and must then 
turn to the old Olympian gods 
for help. After centuries of 
cushy retirement on earth, are 
Zeus and his crew up to the task 
of saving the world - and solving 
Elliot's problems too? 

 
Rose Rivers by 
Jacqueline Wilson 
About young girls in 
testing situations, and 
Rose Rivers is classic 
Wilson. Rose is the 
daughter of a wealthy 
family – her father is a 
respected artist, though 
their wealth comes from 
her mother, or rather her 
grandfather, a mill owner. 
Rose loves to sketch, a 
great way of getting her 
father’s attention, but is 
frustrated by the 
restrictions on her life, 
and her mother’s 
expectations for her. The 
Victorian setting is very 
well described, but the 
real issues are timeless: 
friendship, family, finding 
your independence. 

 
 
When Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit by Judith Kerr 
(A very easy read with 
some unfamiliar 
language but a hooking 
sort line) 

This semi-
autobiographical and 
unforgettable story, 
of a Jewish family 
fleeing from 
Germany before the 
start of the Second 
World War. Suppose 
your country began 
to change. Suppose 
that without your 
noticing, it became 
dangerous for some 
people to live in 
Germany any longer.  



Book 
Type 

Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ Below 
Standard 

Non-
Fiction 

The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind YOUNG READERS EDITION 
By WILLIAM KAMKWAMBA and 
BRYAN MEALER 
A gripping memoir of survival 
and perseverance about the 
heroic young inventor who 
brought electricity to his 
Malawian village. When a 
terrible drought struck William 
Kamkwamba’s tiny village in 
Malawi, his family lost all of the 
season’s crops, leaving them 
with nothing to eat and nothing 
to sell. William began to explore 
science books in his village 
library, looking for a solution.  

 
Science Year by Year: A 
visual history, from stone 
tools to space travel by DK 

A journey through 
scientific discovery, from 
stone tools and simple 
machines to rockets and 
robots, Science Year by 
Year traces the key steps 
in the history of science 
and is packed full of 
fascinating science facts 
for kids. Science Year by 
Year features stunning 
illustrated timelines that 
detail pivotal scientific 
developments and in-
depth studies on 
revolutionary innovators 
and inventors. . 

 
The Wonder Garden: Wander 
through the world's wildest 
habitats and discover more 
than 80 amazing animals 
By Jenny Broom 
Open the gates of the 
Wonder Garden to explore 
five of Earth's most 
extraordinary habitats, each 
filled with incredible 
creatures and epic scenery. 
Trek through the Amazon 
Rainforest, travel to the 
Chihuahuan Desert, dive in 
the Great Barrier Reef, delve 
deep into the Black Forest 
and stand on the roof of the 
world – the Himalayan 
Mountains – to see nature at 
its wildest.  

 
Claudette Colvin: Twice 
Towards Justice by: 
Phillip M Hoose 
Nine months before Rosa 
Parks refused to give up 
her seat, fifteen-year-old 
Claudette Colvin did the 
same — but instead 
rather than receiving 
support, she found 
herself shunned by 
classmates and dismissed 
by community leaders. An 
unwed teenaged mother, 
they said, was not the 
right person to rally the 
country to the cause of 
ending segregation. She 
remained determined to 
effect change, and a year 
later, she challenged Jim 
Crow laws. 

 
The Big History Timeline by 
Christopher Lloyd  
(Perfect for reluctant readers) 

Explore the world in a 
timeline  uniquely broken out 
into 12 sections, including by 
subject areas (such as sea, 
land) and continents, as well 
as by date. From the rise of 
the dinosaur to the creation 
of the smart phone, the 
nearly six-foot-long timeline 
allows you to compare events 
across the world at any given 
moment in time. An easy-to-
read chronicle, written in the 
form of newspaper articles, 
highlights key moments from 
history, such as the rise and 
fall of Rome and the 
invention of the steam 
engine.  
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I Can Make a Difference by 
Marian Wright Edelman 
Marian Wright Edelman has 
drawn from a variety of cultures 
and peoples to compile these 
timeless stories, poems, songs, 
quotations, and folktales that 
speak to all children to let them 
know that they can make a 
difference in today’s world. 

 
Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets b J.K Rowling 

Harry Potter's summer has 
included the worst birthday 
ever, doomy warnings from a 
house-elf called Dobby, and 
rescue from the Dursleys by his 
friend Ron Weasley in a magical 
flying car! Back at Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry for his second year, 
Harry hears strange whispers 
echo through empty corridors - 
and then the attacks start. 
Students are found as though 
turned to stone . Dobby's 
sinister predictions seem to be 
coming true. 
 

 
Return to Wonderland 
by Various Authors 
Both a tribute to and a 
celebration of Lewis 
Carroll’s story, this 
collection includes new 
adventures by eleven 
favourite contemporary 
children’s authors, each of 
whom has been inspired 
by Alice. With such an 
extraordinary set of 
characters and scenes to 
take as starting points, the 
stories are wonderfully 
varied. There’s an 
environmental message in 
Lauren St John’s lively 
story ‘Plum Cakes at 
Dawn’, while Robin 
Stevens puts the real Alice 
into her Oxford set story.  

 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Likeable and unassuming hero 
Bilbo Baggins is unwittingly 
caught up in an epic adventure 
in one of the most imaginative 
and captivating children's 
classics ever written. Although 
Bilbo sets out on his quest for a 
dragon's gold rather reluctantly, 
as he is a cautious hobbit who 
likes a quiet life, his journey 
helps him find courage, 
strength and hidden resources 
that are sure to inspire readers 
young and old. 
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Poetry  

 
A Kid in my Class by Rachel 
Rooney 
“He's not scared of nothing. 
Nobody. Never. Nah. Which 
means that he is. Tough Kid. 
Not tough enough. I know - I 
once met his dad." They're 
all here...every kid in the 
class has their own poem. 
The pushy one, the shy one. 
The whizz kid and the 
daydreamer. The best 
friender and the kid who 
runs in his wheelchair. The 
tough kid, the poet. And not 
forgetting the class hamster.  

  
 

 

 

  



 

Book 
Type 

Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ Below 
Standard 

 
Picture 
story 
books 

 
Rose Blanche by Ian McEwan 

(World War 2) 

Rose Blanche was the name of a 
group of young German citizens 
who, at their peril, protested 
against the war. Like them, Rose 
observes all the changes going on 
around her. She watches as the 
streets of her small German town 
fill with soldiers She starts 
bringing the children food, 
instinctively sensing the need for 
secrecy, even with her mother. 
Until the tide of the war turns 
and soldiers in different uniforms 
stream in and Rose and the 
imprisoned children disappear for 
ever. 

  
The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret by Brian Selznick 
Twelve-year-old Hugo lives 
in the walls of a busy Paris 
train station, where his 
survival depends on secrets 
and anonymity. But when 
his world suddenly 
interlocks with an eccentric 
girl and her grandfather, 
Hugo's undercover life, and 
his most precious secret, are 
put in jeopardy. A cryptic 
drawing, a treasured 
notebook, a stolen key, a 
mechanical man, and a 
hidden message from 
Hugo's dead father form the 
backbone of this intricate, 
tender, and spellbinding 
mystery.  

 
Arthur and the Golden Rope 
By Joe Stanton 
(Very rich vocabulary) 
Welcome to Professor 
Brownstone's vault - 
containing ancient relics from 
around the world, all 
collected by his famous 
ancestors! This fan favourite 
is coming to shelves in 
paperback! Follow the epic 
journey of Brownstone's 
earliest ancestor, Arthur, and 
travel back to the age of the 
Vikings where this bookish 
young adventurer must find 
the courage to save his village 
and defeat the mighty beast 
Fenrir. 

 
Armstrong: The 
Adventurous Journey of a 
Mouse to the Moon by 
Torben Kuhlmann 

A long time ago a mouse 
learned to fly . . . and 
crossed the Atlantic. But 
what happened next? 
Torben Kuhlmann's 
stunning new book 
transports readers to 
the moon and beyond! 
The book ends with a 
brief non-fiction history 
of human space travel 
from Galileo s 
observations concerning 
the nature of the 
universe to man's first 
steps on the moon." 

 
The Tunnel by Anthony 
Browne 
Once upon a time there lived 
a brother and sister who were 
complete opposites and 
constantly fought and argued. 
One day they discovered the 
tunnel. The boy goes through 
it at once, dismissing his 
sister's fears. When he 
doesn't return his sister has to 
pluck up the courage to go 
through the tunnel too. She 
finds her brother in a 
mysterious forest where he 
has been turned to stone... 
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Now or Never: By Dunkirk 
Story by Bali Rai 
Now or Never brings a 
young soldier, Private Fazal 
Khan, from his home in 
India to the battlefields of 
the Second World War. 
Fazal's world is now focused 
on Company 32 and the 
animals he cares for in the 
midst of one of the most 
frightening times in history. 
And as he and his friends 
make their way to the 
beaches of Dunkirk, Fazal 
must deal with even more 
than the terrors of a 
dangerous trek to reach the 
evacuation zone. 

 
The House with Chicken Legs by 
Sophie Anderson 
Marinka dreams of a normal life, 
where her house stays in one place 
long enough for her to make 
friends. But her house has chicken 
legs and moves on without 
warning. For Marinka's 
grandmother is Baba Yaga, who 
guides spirits between this world 
and the next. Marinka longs to 
change her destiny and sets out to 
break free from her grandmother's 
footsteps, but her house has other 
ideas... 

 
Lost for Words by Aoife 
Walsh 
When Dallas’s mum dies, 
she is grief-stricken. Then 
she hears that her local 
library is set to close. Dallas 
refuses to let another thing 
she loves be lost, so she 
takes on the challenge to 
save it. A touching tale 
about family, grief and 
growing-up. 

 
Tell me No Lies by Malorie 
Blackman 
Gemma longs for her lost 
mother, taking comfort 
from the cuttings in her 
scrapbook; pictures of 
mothers who loved their 
children come what may. 
Mike is new to the area; a 
boy with a terrible secret 
to hide. A secret about his 
missing mother. Gemma 
and Mike - two kids hurt 
by their past and now 
inextricably linked. Their 
effect on each other's lives 
will be explosive. 

 
Tin by Padraig Kenny 
Pinocchio meets The Wizard 
of Oz as a boy and his 
mechanical friends discover 
the truth about his past. 
Christopher is 'Proper': a real 
boy with a real soul, 
orphaned in a fire. He works 
for an engineer, a maker of 
the eccentric, loyal and 
totally individual mechanicals 
who are Christopher's best 
friends. But after a 
devastating accident, a 
secret is revealed and 
Christopher's world is 
changed for ever. What 
follows is a remarkable 
adventure, as Christopher 
discovers who he really is, 
and what it means to be 
human. 
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On The Origin of Species by by 
Sabina Radeva  
The first ever picture-book 
retelling of Charles Darwin's On 
The Origin of Species. 'A long, 
long time ago, before humans 
even existed, the living world 
looked very different from how 
it looks today.' For most of 
human history, people believed 
that everything in the world was 
created at once. But scientists 
started to challenge that idea 
and in 1859 Charles Darwin, a 
naturalist and biologist, wrote a 
famous book called On the 
Origin of Species that 
revolutionised the way that we 
have understood evolution ever 
since. Pulling together Darwin's 
observations from his travels 
around the world. 

 
Malala: Activist for Girls' 
Education by by Raphaele 
Frier 
Malala Yousafzai stood up to 
the Taliban and fought for 
the right for all girls to 
receive an education. When 
she was just fifteen-years 
old, the Taliban attempted 
to kill Malala, but even this 
did not stop her activism. At 
age eighteen Malala became 
the youngest person to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her work to ensure 
the education of all children 
around the world. 
Malala's courage and 
conviction will inspire young 
readers in this illustrated 
biography. 

 
What a Wonderful Word: A 
Collection of Untranslatables 
from Around the World by 

Nicola Edwards 
Have you ever wished there was 
a word for friends who are like 
family to you, or for the way you 
hesitate when you’ve forgotten 
someone’s name? Did you know 
there was a special word for the 
distance a reindeer can travel 
before needing the toilet? Or for 
when you search for something 
in the water using only your 
feet? This hand-picked collection 
of untranslatable worlds from all 
over the world celebrates the 
magic of language, with 
gorgeous original artwork and 
fascinating facts about each 
word and the culture it comes 
from. 

 
The Colours of History: 
How Colours Shaped the 
World by Clive Gifford 
Why did Roman 
emperors wear purple? 
Which colour is made 
from crushed beetles? 
What green pigment 
might be used to build 
super-fast computers of 
the future? From black 
to white, and all the 
colours in between, 
every shade has a story 
to tell.  

  
The Silly Book of Side-
Splitting Stuff  by Andy Seed 
(Perfect for reluctant 
readers) 

This laugh-out-loud book is 
bursting with lists, facts, 
jokes and funny true stories 
all about silly people, silly 
animals, silly inventions, 
silly names and much more. 
Discover The Great Stink, 
the man who ate a bike, a 
girl really called Lorna 
Mower and a sofa that can 
do 101mph. Find out about 
famous pranks, crazy 
festivals, nutty cats, gross 
foods, epic sports fails, 
ludicrously silly words and 
really rubbish predictions. 
There are even lots of great 
silly things to do.  

  



Book 
Type 

Developing 
Ability 

Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ Below 
Standard 

Traditional 
Fiction 
(Folktales/ 
Fairy 
Tales/Fables/ 
Legends/ 
Myths) 

 
 

 
The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 
Four adventurous siblings―Peter, 
Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie― 
step through a wardrobe door and into 
the land of Narnia, a land frozen in 
eternal winter and enslaved by the 
power of the White Witch. But when 
almost all hope is lost, the return of the 
Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change 
. . . and a great sacrifice. 
 

 
Return to the Secret Garden 
by Holy Webb 
Mary Lennox, the sallow, bad-
tempered orphan heroine of 
The Secret Garden, has grown 
up. She's married Colin - now 
Lieutenant Craven - and they 
have a son, Jack. Dickon works 
in the gardens, having been 
injured in the First World War. 
Decades later, another 
unhappy orphan arrives at 
Misselthwaite Manor. 
Evacuated from German 
bombing in London, Emmie 
loves the gardens, but finds 
the moors frightening. She 
doesn't belong here. When 
she discovers Mary's old diary, 
it draws her into the story of 
the garden. But the new war 
changes all their lives forever. 

 
Blackberry Blue by Jamila 
Gavin 
Here are six magical stories to 
thrill and enchant you. Watch 
Blackberry Blue rise from the 
bramble patch; follow Emeka 
the pathfinder on his mission 
to save a lost king; join Princess 
Desire as she gallops across the 
Milky Way on her jet-black 
horse. 

Coraline by Neil Gaiman 
 
There is something strange 
about Coraline's new home. 
It's not the mist, or the cat that 
always seems to be watching 
her, nor the signs of danger 
that Miss Spink and Miss 
Forcible, her new neighbours, 
read in the tea leaves. It's the 
other house - the one behind 
the old door in the drawing 
room. Another mother and 
father with black-button eyes 
and papery skin are waiting for 
Coraline to join them there. 
And they want her to stay with 
them. For ever. She knows that 
if she ventures through that 
door, she may never come 
back. 



Book 
Type 

Developing Ability Average Ability Above Average Greater Depth SEN – Dyslexia/ 
Below Standard 

Poetry    

 
The Bad Child’s Boo of Beasts 
By Hilaire Belloc  
The Bad Child's Book of Beasts is 
an 1896 children's book written 
by Hilaire Belloc. Illustrated by 
Basil Temple Blackwood, the 
superficially naive verses give 
tongue-in-cheek advice to 
children. In the book, the animals 
tend to be sage-like, and the 
humans dull and self-satisfied.  
 

 

 

 


